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Abstract: 
Background:  Although Endoscopic retrograde 

cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) has well established 

efficacy in adult population, there is limited data 

regarding its outcomes and complications in children, 

especially from countries where pediatric 

gastroenterology is not well established. 

Objective: To determine the safety and efficacy of 

ERCP in the pediatric population by adult 

gastroenterologists with standard duodenoscope at a 

tertiary care center in Pakistan. 

Methods: A retrospective chart review was conducted 

for pediatric patients up to twelve years of age who 

underwent ERCP in the last two years. Demographic 

data along with indications, intra-procedural details, 

and completion of procedure, diagnoses, interventions 

and complications were recorded. 

Results: A total of 53 procedures were performed in 

36 patients (mean age 8.3 ± 2.6 years). Mean weight 

of the patients was 24.5 ± 9.0 kg. Indications included 

chronic pancreatitis (26, 72.2%), acute pancreatitis (2, 

5.6%), choledocholithiasis (5, 13.8%), biliary stricture 

(2, 5.6%) and choledochal cyst in one patient (2.8%). 

Endoscopic cannulation of any duct was achieved in 

all patients while desired duct cannulation and 

completion of procedure were achieved in 33 patients 

(91.7%). Over all complications were observed in 4 

(11.1 %) patients, with minor intra-procedural bleeding 

and mild post-ERCP pain. One patient with pain 

developed post-ERCP mild pancreatitis in one patient 

(2.8%) that recovered in 48 hours with conservative 

treatment. 
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